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From Prince Edward Island to Japan !

I went to Japan to teach English, and the many experiences changed my life! I
was adopted by a Japanese family, Obaachan could not speak English but
communicated by smiles and body language. 1 have many fond memories of her
giving me gifts of micane or okome. Harumi cooked me delicious meals and I
travelled with her friends from the local Fujinkai.

Teaching Conversation English also gave me an opportunity to talk to many



people and learn about Japanese history, politics, culture, and the love
affair with Anne of Green Gables. Many many people would say to me “Akageno
Anne ikitai”

I returned to my home in PEI and started a language school to welcome
Japanese people. My goal was to give our guests from Japan the same kind of
experience I had with my Japanese family. I wanted them to see our beautiful
province of PEI, meet and talk with “Islanders” and visit Anne of Green
Gables.

I thought that if I build it, they will come! However, after a year of being
in business I did not have many students. I returned to Japan to attend an
Education fair at the Canadian Embassy, and I met many companies and learned
how to “recruit” students. It was very hard work to attract people to PEI -
everyone knew Vancouver, Toronto and Montreal.

I have to say it has been a privilege and honour to welcome Japanese guests
to PEI for the past years. I have so many memories of meals in our home,
beach walks, cooking lessons, strawberry picking, star gazing, sailing, and
to visit “Anne”

Even during Covid my “connection” to Japan did not stop — I offered monthly
virtual tea parties to guests all over Japan. Our guests could not come to
PEI, so I brought PEI to them virtually

[ always tell our guests the saying “You can leave PEI, but PEI will never
leave you - there will always be a |ittle corner of your heart that yearns to

return here” . (David Weale, storyteller)
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Green Gables Heritage Place — part of Lucy Maud Montgomery’ s Cavendish
National Historic Site and a place proudly administered by Parks Canada in
Prince Edward Island (PEI) - has enjoyed a long standing relationship with
Japan given the popularity of Anne of Green Gables and author L. M.
Montgomery. Ever since the novel was translated into Japanese in 1936, it has
been read by millions of Japanese people and each year Parks Canada welcomes



many visitors from Japan to Green Gables. Just as Hanako Muraoka received her
copy of Anne of Green Gables as a gift from her good friend, Miss Shaw, the
story has been a common thread in weaving many friendships that often stretch
across time and distance

In August 2021, Parks Canada was delighted for Green Gables Heritage Place to
receive a Gommendation from the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The
presentation by Consul General Mr. Izawa is a symbol of the friendship
between PEI and Japan and represents a desire to continue this special
connection into the future. As L.M. Montgomery herself once wrote, “It’ s a
small big world, and look how far little Anne has traveled!”

Parks Canada looks forward to welcoming “kindred spirits” of all ages and
from all places to Green Gables

Author:
Stacey Evans
Partnering, Engagement and Communications Officer, Parks Canada PEI
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