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Premier McNeil thanked front-line health workers for their efforts, and reassured Nova

Scotians that everything is being done to fight COVID-19 to get it out of Northwood.

Dr. Strang reminded all Nova Scotians to get tested if they have any two symptoms, using
the self-assessment tool and calling 811 for an appointment.

He went over in detail the COVID-19 response timeline that NS applied to long-term care
facilities since the start of the pandemic. He confirmed that PPE stock (including masks) is
in good supply, and that long-term care homes are also being stocked.

To explain the outbreak at Northwood, he said it is the largest such facility east of Montreal,

it has a frail and elderly population with underlying health conditions, uses several shared
rooms, and is located in a large urban center, all of which factors that facilitated the spread
of the virus.

He gave Northwood credit for their initial pandemic plan and their swift/early

implementation of health measures, as well as their response to the outbreak once it
began. The situation is tragic, but the health care system has taken this very seriously and
is doing what can be done.

There was a guestion about whether NS would use an app for contact tracing (Alberta was

given as an example). Dr. Strang responded that they are looking at several different apps
of that type, what the advantages and disadvantages would be, and he noted that Alberta
has had hiccups with their app, so it is an ongoing process.

To a question about increasing power of screening at NS borders per what is being done in

NB and NL, Premier McNeil said it was not being considered at this time. Dr. Strang said

that community transmission is now low (household transmissions and long-term care

transmissions are exempt from this number).

Three more Northwood residents die of COVID-19

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/three-more-northwood-residents-die-of-covid-19-

1.5555889

(2) (58)The deaths occurred at Northwood long-term care home

Nova Scotia Reports Three More Deaths, Six New Cases of COVID-19

https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20200505002

La Nouvelle-Ecosse annonce trois autres déceés et six nouveaux cas de COVID-19

https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20200505001
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(5H)New COVID-19 case is province’s first in 17 days

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/news/news release.2020.05.0252.html
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