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The Premier acknowledged the COVID-19 deaths which occurred over the weekend and
today, and highlighted the National Day of Mourning.

Dr. Strang updated the statistics of the day, 15 new cases, and 3 new deaths (at least 4 of
the 15 new cases are from Northwood per Q&A). He highlighted the good news that 57% of

cases (522 cases) have recovered. NS is making progress, there is a reduction of

community spread. Most are in HRM, but all regions are at risk.

Currently 10 long-term care facilities have declared COVID-19 cases, involving 218

residents and 95 staff, the majority of which are at the Northwood facility (199 residents
and 78 staff per Q&A).

He addressed where NS is as regards easing back measures. NS is, like other provinces,

using the national quideline to develop its plan. There is still a significant amount of virus

activity in NS, so still premature for several more weeks, but they are working on it. This will

be a slow, deliberate, and phased process, while watching the impact on COVID-19 spread

carefully.

He highlighted that regardless of any easing back of restrictions, social distancing, proper

hand hygiene, and restrictions on gatherings will still be in place for months.

The Premier addressed the situation of schools and daycares, stating they will stay closed

until after the long weekend in May (Victoria Day weekend, May 16-18). During Q&A, he

added that this situation will be re-evaluated closer to Victoria Day weekend and a decision
would be taken then.
Dr. Strang said the epidemiology shows it was likely reached in the last week or two;

however, it may not just be one distinct peak, it can have ups and downs over time.

Nova Scotia Reports Three More Deaths, Fifteen New Cases of COVID-19

https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20200428003

La Nouvelle-Ecosse annonce 3 nouveaux décés et 15 nouveaux cas de COVID-19

https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20200428002
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(28H) Province outlines plans to “Renew PEI, Together”

https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/news/province-outlines-plans-renew-pei-together

e Plan to ease public health restrictions announced

e To be implemented in four distinct phases with a progressive lifting of public health

measures on individuals, communities and organizations over three-week periods:
Phase 1 (starting May 1, 2020); Phase 2 (starting May 22, 2020); Phase 3 (potential
June 12, 2020); Phase 4 (looking ahead)
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