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NB Premier Blaine Higgs

e 30-day prescription drug refill limit decision will be overturned effective tomorrow

(editors’ note: Friday, April 24) to decrease the fees paid by citizens (co-pay and

dispensing fees) and the number of necessary visits to the pharmacy + establishment of

an NB working group to keep a close eye on the province’s drug supply to make sure

there are no shortages; should there be shortages, refill restrictions may be reapplied to
the relevant drugs.

e Recovery plan to be presented in the coming days

1. As announced before, the recovery will happen gradually, in phases. Moving into

recovery does not mean the virus has disappeared, NB will move into its new normal.




Should a spike in case numbers be witnessed at some point in the future, restrictions
may be reapplied. Risks must be minimized; a second wave must be avoided if
possible.

Companies may have to reinvent the way they operate, and this could be through

allowing their employees to continue working from home, establishing new systems and
services, etc. Social distancing and protective equipment will have to be factored into
business operations going forward.

As for citizens, they will have to continue to follow Public Health recommendations to

prevent the spread of the virus and help avoid a second wave.

The criteria for a return to work (until a vaccine has been developed) must be that one

is able to follow the rules and requlations as outlined by Public Health.

Removal of the 30-day limit on prescription drugs; no new cases today

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/news/news release.2020.04.0224.html
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https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/ocmoh/cdc/content/respiratory diseases/coro

navirus.html
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https://www.youtube.com/user/gnbcalvideos
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Chief Medical Officer of Health Dr. Robert Strang

4 additional deaths in NS due to COVID-19 (3 residents in Northwood long-term care

home in Halifax Regional Municipality, 1 resident in Harbourstone Enhanced Care in

Sydney); total of 16 deaths so far in NS. 5 new cases today for a total of 827 to date; 10

people in hospital, 4 in ICU; 358 people are considered recovered

10 licensed long-term care homes and unlicensed seniors facilities that have cases of
COVID-19, with a total of 158 residents and 79 staff members infected.

23,731 negative tests so far; NS is the province that tests the most per capita
(yesterday 921 tests were processed).

Once the situation has stabilized in the future, a loosening of the restrictions may come,
but it will be gradual.

A plan on how to proceed in the coming weeks and months is being studied and will be
shared once all parties (government and public health) agree on all points; the plan will
have as a main goal to continue to protect the most vulnerable citizens and the NS

healthcare system.

NS Premier Stephen McNeil


https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/news/news_release.2020.04.0224.html#_blank
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/ocmoh/cdc/content/respiratory_diseases/coronavirus.html#_blank
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/ocmoh/cdc/content/respiratory_diseases/coronavirus.html#_blank
https://www.youtube.com/user/gnbca/videos#_blank

o Many people need support and comfort in these trying days: reach out to loved ones via
the phone or the internet. But for those who need additional support to cope: resources
are available 1. Kids Help Phone (not only for kids, also for adults, by text messages
and phone at 1-800-668-6868) and 2. Mental Help Provincial Crisis Line (1-888-429-
8167)

Nova Scotia Reports Four More Deaths, Fifty-five New Cases of COVID-19
https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20200423001

La Nouvelle-Ecosse annonce quatre autres décés et 55 nouveaux cas de COVID-19
https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20200423002
(N AFFR RO F DIV ABEEY (b, BERFEF 5, )

https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/
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A) No new cases (over a week since last confirmed case) today, still at 26 (24 recovered). 119

new negative tests returned. Increased testing (up to 2000 tests per week) and maintaining

strong screening procedures will be the key of the ease-back.

B) Current testing list: anyone who has any symptom regardless of travel history, any admitted
patients including any in ICU who are experiencing respiratory difficulty, Islanders (including
healthcare providers) who have traveled outside of province, residents being admitted into
long-term care, temporary foreign workers, and contacts of cases. Detailed testing criteria
overview will be published online within the day.

C) Reopening PEl in early-May will be cautious, gradual, and done carefully.

D) Risk assessment regarding healthcare services to be reintroduced will be done by Health
PEI with CPHO.
E) Cough & Fever and Drive-thru Clinics continue at Ch’ town and S’ side by appointment via

811, physician, or nurse practitioner.Hospitals remain safe and accessible, and emergency

care is still available via 911 or going to the ER.

(2) (238) Bk 168, MBFFRENEERREToECS, RBEBRUTOLEEY,

A) Minister Thompson announced up to $8.8 million in support for farmers through the BRM

programs (AgriStability, and Adrilnsurance) for the next two years.

B) Minister Thompson also encouraged farmers, farm families and farm workers who need them
to access the mental health supports available through www.FarmersTalk.ca
C) Minister Fox thanked DFO, PEI Fishermen’s Association, and CPHO for their partnership to

open the spring lobster fishery on May 15. He saluted the industry’s leadership in taking new
health and safety precautions with the province and CPHO to protect themselves, their
coworkers and the community, adding that Islanders look forward to their first feed of lobster

as PEIl eases back into a new normal.


https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20200423001#_blank
https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20200423002#_blank
https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/#_blank
http://www.farmerstalk.ca/

Province supporting, working with primary industries

https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/news/province-supporting-working-primary-industries

(Guidelines) Protecting PEI Seafood Industry Workers During the COVID-19 Pandemic

https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/publication/protecting-pei-seafood-industry-workers-

during-covid-19-pandemic
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Fitzgerald issued two new public health orders: effective Monday at noon,_all travellers arriving

in the province will be required to submit a 14-day self-isolation plan upon entering, and

effective Friday at noon all travellers must fill out a health declaration form when arriving at any
point of entry.
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https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/news/province-supporting-working-primary-industries
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/publication/protecting-pei-seafood-industry-workers-during-covid-19-pandemic
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