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Projected number of COVID-19 cases

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/news/news release.2020.04.0195.html
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https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/Modelling.pdf
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Update on COVID-19
https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20200409005
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Nova Scotia won't look at lifting COVID-19 restrictions until at least June

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/second-covid-19-death-nova-scotia-1.5527637
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CPHO Dr. Heather Morrison

No new cases in PEI today. Another 86 negative tests were returned last night. PEI’s tests

per 1 million are slightly above the Canadian average, due to the increased testing that has
been occurring over the last week.

The case announced yesterday evening (25" case) was from interprovincial travel (within
Canada but outside of PEI), a man in his 50’s, from Queen’s County, at home doing well.

Any Islanders experiencing any of the following symptoms: cough, difficulty breathing,

fever, fatigue, headache, body aches, sore throat, runny nose, should get tested. Obtain a

referral through physician or nurse practitioner, or call 811. This helps identify cases to

contain spread, and provide adequate support and care. While awaiting test results, self-

isolate.

Yesterday another individual fined $1000 for failing to follow the self-isolation order. Bridge
and airport screening continue, over 1000 calls a day are made to follow-up with persons’
self-isolation compliance.

Going into Easter Weekend, Ground Search and Rescue (http://peisara.ca/home/about)_

will be present in parks to remind people to respect physical distancing.

With the incoming snowstorm and long weekend, Islanders who want to go to the store to

prepare, avoid crowding in lineups, respect physical distancing at all times.

Other provinces have released COVID-19 modeling; PEI will do the same in the days
ahead, and will continue to update models as the pandemic evolves here.
It is important to follow all public health measures. These measures will help protect our

families, communities and system. Do not visit people you do not live with, stay at home as

much as possible. Connect with loved ones and make it special occasion in a different way.

Health PEI Chief Marion Dowling

Cough and Fever clinics and drive-thru testing clinics are still running 7 days a week in
Ch’town and S’side; call 811 for assessment or testing. Remain in your vehicle upon arrival
until notified by staff so ensure physical distancing and safety are respected.

Acute mental health and addiction services are available away from the ER, at a psychiatric

urgent care clinic temporarily located in Hillsborough Hospital.

Persons requiring emergency medical help will be seen at ER/Emergency Departments as

usual. Physicians and nurse practitioners are still available to assist those with chronic on
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ongoing conditions, either in person or by telephone. Call ahead to check whether a follow-

up care appointment is in place.

Q&A

To a guestion about how restaurants are ensuring that their takeout/delivery services are

safe, CPHO Dr. Morrison responded that under current requlations, health officers are

following up if there are any concerns. Also, information was distributed through the

Restaurant Association, and there is quidance on the website as well aimed at that

particular group of restaurants.

It was revealed that the 25™ case did not self-isolate immediately upon their return to PEI.
However, they did not go to any public places, only to a relative’s home, for example, and
all persons in contact with this case are being tested.

There was an inquiry about the 26 ventilators coming through the NESS protocol, and it
was said these haven't arrived yet, as Federal is reassessing the deployment of these units
based on which provinces have the most urgent need. However, other supplies were
delivered, such as gloves, different types of masks, etc.

When asked about the level of confidence around preparedness, Health PEI Chief Dowling

expressed satisfaction with the current situation and the preparations done. PEl is currently

at 50% capacity at both OEH and PCH (the initial target was to reach 75%). ICU has

capacity to grow from normal 15-20 beds to upwards of 40 bed spaces if necessary.

CPHO Dr. Morrison responded to a testing capacity question by affirming they have not
reached the limit of the testing capacity so far, so there should be testing available (per the
above) as necessary. The increased capacity is working both locally and with assistance
from neighboring provinces, and from the NML in Winnipeg.

There is an ongoing debate about construction being essential or not, and CPHO Dr.

Morrison expressed that they are working to address concerns.

No new confirmed cases of COVID-19 for P.E.Il. Thursday

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/pei-morrison-covid19-update-apr9-

1.5527612
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Minister of Agriculture and Land Bloyce Thompson
Regular programs and services are still available and staff are supporting clients remotely.

Announcing the COVID-19 Strategic Fund for Agriculture: 750,000% initiative includes

funding under the Canada Agriculture Partnership. Changes in workplaces to

accommodate physical distancing, doing more business online, COVID-19-related training,

or adapting to changing markets.

Addressing labor challenges, by enhancing the Farm-Student Bursary, increasing the
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amount of money paid to students who work in agriculture this year. Topped off with wages

from employers, to help the farm community and high-school/post-secondary students

looking for seasonal jobs.

Job matching services to help pair job seekers and farmers.

Intake dates for non-business risk management program will be delayed to allow for new
preparation of said programs. Farmers are encouraged to enroll in business risk
management programs such as Agri-Insurance, Agri-Invest, and Agri-Stability.

Partnership with local producers ADL and PEI| Potatoes free care packages of milk,

cheese, and a 10-lb bag of potatoes on Saturday, April 11, was mentioned again. Drive-

thru pickup. Help Islanders in need, but also open to anyone.

Minister of Transportation, Infrastructure and Energy Steven Myers

New partnership with Rodd Royalty Inn & Suites to make rooms available for truck drivers

so they can practice self-isolation between trips. Truck drivers can call 902-892-2253 for

booking information, parking directions and availability (room fees to be billed to trucking
company of driver with no up-front payment).

The Department of Fisheries and Oceans will delay the provincial recreational fishing

season to June 1. Anyone caught fishing out of season will be charged.

The Province of Prince Edward Island also announced it would be placing an indefinite

moratorium on burning during the pandemic (e.g. burning leaves and branches after

cleaning up the yard).
Hoping that Islanders will step up to fill the void in farming and fishing industries. Some

farms and fisheries may have already had their needs met by Temporary Foreign Workers

Programs, which are run federally, and despite PEI’s best efforts to collaborate on this

issue, but there doesn’t seem to be any will to do so, therefore these workers have been

secured. For that reason, there will be strict measures to have foreign workers to

quarantine at a central location approved by the CPHO and follow all measures and orders.

Guidelines have been circulated to all employers this afternoon.

Province supports agriculture and trucking industries

https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/news/province-supports-agriculture-and-trucking-

industries

Recreational fishing season delayed until at least June 1

https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/news/recreational-fishing-season-delayed-until-least-

june-1
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