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Trudeau warns U.S. over restricting the trade of essential goods into Canada

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-trudeau-warns-us-over-restricting-the-trade-of-

essential-goods-into/
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61 déces, 6101 cas déclarés au Québec

https://www.lapresse.ca/covid-19/202004/03/01-5267871-61-deces-6101-cas-declares-au-
quebec.php
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® Dr. Jennifer Russell, Chief Medical Officer of Health

A) Modelling projections and health system plan will be presented next week.

B) Shares the concerns of the Premier as to the stockpile and availability of PPE, but she
is confident the demands will be met but usage must be done wisely. A shipment is
scheduled to arrive in NB on April 6.

C) 4 new cases; total of 95 confirmed cases in NB

D) Reminder of steps taken so far by GNB, regulations to observe by all, services offered

https://www?2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/ocmoh/cdc/content/respiratory _diseas

es/coronavirus.html

® NB Premier Blaine Higgs
A) All provincial parks and trails are closed until further notice; municipal parks and trails
can remain open, but municipalities must take steps (appropriate signage, yellow tape,
etc.) to monitor usage of the premises. Otherwise, they will need to be closed.
Playgrounds are all closed in NB.

B) Flooding: there is currently local flooding; the situation is being monitored, but it is
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C)

D)

important to take steps now against flooding.

Emergency Bridging Fund to support vulnerable post-secondary students - incl.

international students -directly impacted by the COVID-19 situation (financial gap in

meeting their basic needs between now and the end of the term), one-time amount of
up to $750. Students must contact their institution to apply for the fund. Some post-
secondary students are also eligible to the Emergency income benefit or other benefits
(if they are, they will not be eligible to receive the bridging fund).

If someone is unable to pay their rent, they should discuss the situation with their

landlords.

Four new cases of COVID-19, assistance for post-secondary students

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/news/news release.2020.04.0180.html
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® Chief Medical Officer of Health Dr. Robert Strang

A)

B)

C)
D)

E)

F)

G)

H)

14 new cases; total to 207 confirmed cases; the majority (92%) is travel-related or

close-contacts of other confirmed cases; 1 known case of community spread (more are
likely to appear in the next few days and weeks), the rest of the cases are still under
investigation; 5 individuals in hospital (Dr. Strang misspoke yesterday); 21 recovered
people.

8,234 tests done; labs are moving to a 24/7 operation period; over 1,000 tests possible
per day

No further cases found in the long-term care facility

Masks: growing evidence of the effectiveness of the general public wearing masks.
Information will be considered and recommendations will be made and steps will be
taken accordingly; but surgical-grade masks should be preserved for healthcare
workers who need them.

Reiteration of precautions to take: think strategically (send one person to do the
groceries, do not go in groups, plan ahead as to when you’re going, etc.)

Maximum five people gathering regulation applies to moments it is essential; otherwise,

gatherings are prohibited.

Enough supplies for testing at the moment and NS is working with the Fed. Gov. to
make sure supplies remains enough in the future also.

NS is working on some modelling to be presented next week.

® NS Premier Stephen McNeil

A)

High-speed internet: another 1,600 households have been connected since measures
were put in place; they expect that that number will continue to grow in the coming

weeks


https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/news/news_release.2020.04.0180.html#_blank

B) Emergency Bridging Funds: checks will hopefully start being issued/direct deposits

made at the end of next week.

C) Emphatic reiteration of the importance of self-isolation and self-distancing

Fourteen New Cases of COVID-19 in Nova Scotia

https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20200403003

Quatorze nouveaux cas de COVID-19 en Nouvelle-Ecosse

https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20200403002
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A)

PEI Premier Dennis King

He stated that COVID-19 health crisis has changed the way we interact and the way we live,
has unleashed a world-wide economic crisis for many months to come or longer.

He spoke directly to business owners, entrepreneurs, and the business community
expressing a deep empathy for those whose lives professionally and personally, have been
turned upside down, acknowledging that everyone has been affected.

He reiterated that PEI Gov is addressing as many issues as it can, and adjusting as it goes.
He acknowledged this is not perfect, that there are gaps.

He noted how amazing the many ideas coming forward from businesses are; innovation and

adaptation around CPHO’s recommendations have been inspiring.

He highlighted PEI Gov’s work to assist employers, employees, and landlords through
several programs.

He recognized that knowing that small and medium businesses in PEI are ready and poised
to kickstart the economy once the pandemic is a key factor of whatever the new normal
needs to be.

He noted that over and above the package rolled out by Minister Hudson yesterday for rental

support, PEI Gov is working on a financial assistance package for students to be released

early next week, designed for those who previously had employment lined up which has

since been discontinued, for those working part time who no longer can, and for those who

are_enrolling for post-secondary studies. Islanders who were receiving rental assistance

previously will continue to do so. As for tenants, those with a rental agreement that is income-
based and have seen their income decrease should contact Social Development and
Housing for an amendment.

He said that even with all of the support available, there remains an expectation for Islanders

to pay their rent. All landlords have displayed a commitment to work with individuals who

need room for adjustment.

Almost 10,000 people have applied for El in the past two weeks, and that number will grow.
Deputy Premier/Minister of Finance Darlene Compton

The collaborative 2020-2021 operating budget was projecting a modest surplus, but life has
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B)

C)

D)

since been turned upside down. Focus has shifted to respond to the impacts of COVID-19
on PEI.

At the end of 2019, PEI's economy was outperforming the national average, leading the
country in GDP growth. Employment growth for 2019 was 2.6%, second fastest among the
provinces. Rate of population was strong, outpacing all other provinces. Net debt-to-GDP

ratio improved to levels unseen since 2008 economic crisis. PEI's strong fiscal standing pre-

COVID-19 will help the province be in a better position to bounce back once the pandemic

is over.

PEI Gov is increasing the value of the initial 25M$ emergency contingency fund to 40M$ in

anticipation of the evolving critical needs of families, workers, and businesses. Also, confirms

an option to defer provincial property tax and fee payments until December 31, 2020. Past

due payments will be given a 7-month extension for payment, first payment for this fiscal
year will receive up to a 7-month extension, second payment will receive up to a 4-month
extension, third final payment will receive up to a 1-month extension.

PEI Gov_ will continue to pay municipalities, fire stations, and lIsland Waste Watch

management Corp their tax and fee amounts as normal for the continuity of local services

and garbage collection. Releasing our 2019-2020 economic and fiscal update, which

changed somewhat during the end of the fiscal year. Initially at a 2.5M$ surplus. Now, with

COVID-19 impact, 23 days later, forecast a small deficit of 3.7M$. This is due to

38.4M$ decrease in revenues, partially offset by 32.8M$ reduction in operational spending.

Key points:

e Decrease in overall tax revenue of 5.2M$ (personal, sales, corporate).

o Delay with infrastructure projects has meant a delay in federal infrastructure transfer
revenues, and provincial infrastructure spending. Fewer defaults of deposits resulting in
lower revenues.

¢ Interest savings of 2M$ due to improved credit ratings, and lower-than-expected interest

rates.

Province provides COVID-19 economic update, confirms property tax relief

https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/news/province-provides-covid-19-economic-update-

confirms-property-tax-relief

2019-2020 Fiscal Update (April 2020)

https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/finance/economic-and-fiscal-updates

P.E.l. government increases relief fund to $40M, projects small deficit due to COVID-19

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/pei-government-releif-deficit-economic-

update-friday-april-3-2020-1.5520849

(2) (3E) R 13K+, MRBRUBHNEERRETo2ECS, RERRIUTDESY,

A)

The number of cases remains unchanged at 22 for now. There are 4 cases considered

recovered to date. No cases are hospitalized. Local testing began yesterday (this will
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D)

E)

F)

G)

H)

generate presumptive cases which will be sent to the NML for confirmation). The plan is to
double local testing capacity every 3 to 7 days going forward.

A reminder about the importance of self-isolation was given, noting that verbal and written

warnings are being issued, and fines being given. Do not put others at risk. 811 has close

to 80 additional staff hired and training has increased. Anyone requiring medical attention

for other matters should call 911, seek care, e.g. heart disease. The need to stay the

course and not become complacent while cases remain low was reemphasized. Be just as
vigilant as ever. Remain diligent.

This marks the end of initial 3-week cycle reviewing essential services._Some of those

whose procedures or appointments were initially delayed may be rebooked for services, if

so, those persons will be contacted by their service area. Reminder: please call ahead to

the area you have an appointment in to make sure it is still happening.

Cough and Fever Clinics seeing more patients in both locations. Yesterday, 129 patients
see in Ch’ town and 51 seen in S’ side. Through referral or by calling 811, when arriving,
remain in your vehicle until notified by staff. The assessment clinics are provide option for
telephone assessments if necessary as well.

During Q&A, it was asked when modeling data would be shared; as the province is still in
the early stages of the pandemic with small numbers, it will take some time, but
discussions about this are already ongoing.

Mention that local testing is focused on healthcare and long-term care facilities for now. To

the concern that travelers entering PEI via the Ch’ town airport cannot be turned away as
with the Bridge, it was said that these persons are being screened/informed and followed
up with daily to ensure they are self-isolating.

There was a question about the Northumberland Ferries which will start up again (Wood
Islands, PEI, and Caribou, NS); this remains to be discussed in the coming days.

As to a question about extending school closures (in-person classes/buildings) beyond May

11, it was said that discussion is ongoing, updates will be made in coming days, but it

would not be surprising if said closures were extended.

To a question on the possibility of drug shortage, medications are being monitored as part

of critical medical supplies and placed on allocation from suppliers. Those needed for

COVID-19 cases, and those needed by other hospitalizations. There are concerns for
meds as well as PPE, working with normal vendors and suppliers, working with Federal

Gov to review supply chain issues.

4 of 22 of cases of COVID-19 on P.E.I. considered recovered, chief public health officer

says

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/pei-chief-public-health-officer-briefing-

friday-1.5520447
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'Each day we waste now will cost us,' warns Haggie as 12 new cases of COVID-19 found
in N.L.

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/daily-briefing-newfoundland-labrador-

april-3-1.5520429
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