
Message by Consul General Uchikawa (2025.10) 

As sub-zero temperatures are becoming the norm, I trust you are nonetheless well.  

According to an October 23 Angus Reid Institute and Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada public opinion survey, 

82% of Canadians view Japan favorably, and 79% consider it a good trading partner. On the other hand, only 

40% of respondents stated they knew a lot about or had some knowledge of Japan. This reaffirms the need for 

our Consulate General to maintain its efforts to promote understanding of Japan's various facets within its 

jurisdiction. 

Let us begin with welcomed news from the Montreal-based International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO). 

 

International Civil Aviation Organization Council President Election 

On November 26, the election for the next International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Council President 

was held, and Japan’s nominee, Toshiyuki Onuma, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan and 

Permanent Representative of Japan to ICAO, was elected. This marks the first time in ICAO’S approximately 80-

year history that someone from the Asia-Pacific region has been elected to this role, the highest in the 

organization.  

ICAO was established as a specialized agency of the United Nations to ensure the safe and orderly 

development of international civil aviation, based on the 1944 Convention on International Civil aviation. It 

currently has 193 member states. 

 

Promotion of Japanese Alcoholic Beverages 

On October 9, a masterclass on Japanese alcoholic beverages was held at the ITHQ (Institut de tourisme et 

d'hôtellerie du Québec) as a complement to the ongoing Montreal-based Sélections Mondiales des Vins (SMV), 

North America's largest international wine competition. Three Canadian sake specialists drew upon their 

respective experiences in Japan to deliver lectures to an audience of SMV judges, which included the likes of 

sommeliers, wine experts, journalists, and brewers. Following specialised presentations relying on extensive 

geographical and geological knowledge, the judges tasted sake from various regions of Japan with keen interest. 

Such events provide invaluable opportunities to broaden understanding and interest in alcoholic beverages 

from Japan, and our Consulate General, too, will continue to work towards their promotion, as well as that of 

Japanese cuisine. 

https://angusreid.org/carney-asia-trade-apec-asean-korea-malaysia-singapore/
https://www.icao.int/news/toshiyuki-onuma-japan-elected-president-icao-council
https://www.icao.int/news/toshiyuki-onuma-japan-elected-president-icao-council
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Festival du nouveau cinéma (FNC) 

Held from October 8 to 19, Festival du nouveau cinéma screened during this 54th edition a total of nine 

films from Japan, just as it has throughout the years been a stage for many other Japanese works.  

I took advantage of the occasion and engaged in conversation the organisers and Japanese guests, such as 

directors whose works had been selected. According to the first, while the festival boasts a long history, it is 

also constantly on the lookout for novelty and works by emerging directors. Cinema teaches us much about 

foreign cultures, and in that sense, these Japanese film screenings will hopefully further deepen local 

understanding of our country. I would like to express my respect to the FNC team for having sustained the 

festival for so long, as well as to all those in film production who are actively venturing out onto the 

international scene. 

 

Quebec Japan Business Forum (QJBF) 

On the 16, the Quebec Japan Business Forum (QJBF) 

held a regular meeting, welcoming as guest speaker 

Delegate General Quebec in Japan Mario Girard. Clearly 

conveying Quebec's enthusiastic initiatives, his 

presentation covered everything from Japan's significant 

potential as an investment destination to Canada and 

Quebec’s various events during the Osaka Expo. I wish the 

Delegate General much success with his activities in 

Japan.  

 

Japanese Foreign Minister’s Commendation Conferment onto the Montreal Association of Chado Urasenke 

Tankokai  

On October 19, during its Annual General 

Meeting, the Montreal Association of Chado 

Urasenke Tankokai was honored with the 

Japanese Foreign Minister’s Commendation for 

the 2025 fiscal year. Since its founding in 1981, the 

Association has dedicated over 40 years to 

promoting, sharing, and fostering understanding 

of traditional Japanese culture through tea 

ceremony, while training the next generation of 

local practitioners.  
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In recognition of its sustained efforts to deepen mutual understanding and strengthen friendship between 

Japan and Canada, it was awarded the Japanese Foreign Minister’s Commendation. I extend my heartfelt 

respect to the Montreal Association of Chado Urasenke Tankokai for its achievements, along with my warmest 

congratulations. 

 

  

Québec City Business Trip 

On October 23 and 24, I had the opportunity during a business trip to Québec City to meet the following 

individuals. 

- I attended a reception hosted by Quebec’s Ministry of 

International Relations and La Francophonie (MRIF), 

where I conversed with various guests, including Minister 

of Tourism Amélie Dionne. The opportunity then too to 

exchange views with the aforementioned Delegate 

General of Quebec in Tokyo, Mario Girard, on our 

respective activities and assessments of current affairs 

was especially meaningful. Thank you to MRIF for creating 

this opportunity.  

- I met with Assemblée nationale du Québec Member and 

former JET Programme participant Joël Arsenault for a 

productive discussion on the economic and cultural 

relations between Japan and Quebec. I was heartened to 

learn that there are also within the national assembly 

friends of Japan who have experienced living in our 

country. 

 

Assemblée nationale du Québec Member Joël Arsenault 
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- At Université Laval, I had a productive 

discussion with Vice-Rectors André Darveau 

and François Gélineau regarding the 

university's Japanese language, politics, and 

economy courses, academic exchanges with 

universities in Japan, and the promotion of 

Japanese culture in Quebec. While there 

seems to already exist various connections 

between the two countries’ professors, there 

is much anticipation at the prospect of 

furthering exchanges between universities. 

 

Official Visit to New Brunswick 

From October 29 to 31, I made an official visit to New 

Brunswick, during which I had the opportunity to meet with 

Lieutenant Governor Louise Imbeault, in addition to Premier 

Susan Holt, Legislative Assembly Speaker Francine 

Landry,  Natural Resources Minister John Herron, Agriculture, 

Aquaculture and Fisheries Minister Pat Finnigan, Minister 

responsible for Opportunities NB, Economic Development and 

Small Business, and NB Liquor and Cannabis NB Luke Randall, 

and Post-Secondary Education, Training, and Labour Deputy 

Minister Dan Mills.   
Lieutenant Governor Louise Imbeault 

Premier Susan Holt Legislative Assembly Speaker Francine Landry Natural Resources Minister John Herron 
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During our discussions, I renewed my request for their continued support in ensuring the safety of local 

Japanese residents and introduced our various exchange initiatives such as the JET Programme and the MEXT 

Scholarships. Additionally, we discussed New Brunswick’s history, including that of the Acadians, and shared 

views and opinions on the current state and prospects of economic relations between Japan and the province, 

such as in the fisheries and mineral resources sectors, as well as on Japanese language education at local 

universities. 

 

 

*In addition to the above, I was able to exchange ideas and opinions with various Japanese and Canadian 
people and organizations, making yet again for a very meaningful few weeks. 

 

Minister responsible for Opportunities NB, 
Economic Development and Small Business, 

and NB Liquor and Cannabis NB Luke Randall 

Agriculture, Aquaculture and Fisheries 
Minister Pat Finnigan 

Post-Secondary Education, Training, and 
Labour Deputy Minister Dan Mills 


